Electrogastrography: possibilities and limits.
A cutaneous electrogastrogram (EGG) is a recording of the electrical activity of the stomach by means of electrodes placed on the abdominal skin surface. Recently, there has been an increased interest in the cutaneous EGG due to the development of new recording techniques and improved methods of signal analysis, and as a result of these developments recent studies have been able to demonstrate that alterations in gastric electrical activity may be accompanied by unexplained nausea and vomiting. In spite of the diagnostic potential of the cutaneous EGG, there are numerous problems which must be resolved before widespread clinical use is possible. The authors review the current status of the cutaneous EGG and describe their own experience of its use in the study of certain organic gastric diseases.